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by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERANS DAY 

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, after 
Mary Louise Roberts’ father died dur-
ing the Depression, she worked in a 
laundry, then she trained as a nurse. 
After Pearl Harbor, she joined the 
Army. 

Two years later, she waded ashore at 
Anzio, Italy, to set up a field hospital 
on the battlefield. The hospital tent 
was bombed, killing three nurses. 
Three days later, German artillery 
killed two more nurses. As shrapnel 
tore through the burning tent, Mary 
Roberts calmly supervised surgeries on 
wounded soldiers. 

Mary was called ‘‘the Angel of 
Anzio,’’ and was the first woman to win 
the Silver Star. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, all you have to 
do is open the newspaper to see the 
cruelest kind of barbarism has been re-
born in the world—ISIS burns people 
alive and sells women in slave markets 
in Syria and Iraq. 

On Veterans Day, let us remember 
Mary Roberts and all our veterans, 
and, by the grace of God, offer a prayer 
of thanks for the soldiers whose cour-
age keeps us safe at home, every day. 

f 

b 1215 

WILLIAM C. WAGGONER 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor my friend William C. Waggoner, 
a legendary union leader and a tireless 
advocate for the hardworking men and 
women who have built this country. 

Mr. Waggoner first joined the Oper-
ating Engineers in 1951, and he rose 
through the ranks to occupy the high-
est office in the local union, business 
manager, which is the position he held 
for 40 years. While there, he established 
the cutting-edge Crane Operators 
Training program, which became the 
model nationwide. 

Mr. Waggoner is known as a fighter 
for workers and their families. He be-
lieves in fairness above all and has con-
sistently pushed for safety in the work-
place, for fair wages and benefits, and 
for the right to collectively bargain. 

Away from the union hall, he re-
mains devoted to his wife, Patty, and 
his family, and he is committed to his 
community of Long Beach, California. 
Many Little League Baseball players 

and children with special needs have 
greatly benefited from his generosity. 

I humbly thank him for his tireless 
service, congratulate him on a career 
well spent, and wish him the best in re-
tirement. 

Now, don’t be a stranger, Wag. You 
are welcome anytime in Las Vegas—a 
proud union town. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
address the House for one minute, and to re-
vise and extend my remarks. 

I rise to honor my friend, William C. 
Waggoner, a legendary union leader and tire-
less advocate for the hard working men and 
women who built this country. 

Bill first joined the International Union of Op-
erating Engineers in 1951 and immediately 
rose through the ranks, starting as a bulldozer 
operator before becoming a Foreman, Stew-
ard, Advisory Board Member, Business Rep-
resentative, and District Representative for 
Southern Nevada and Orange County. In 1970 
he was elected as President of IUOE Local 
12, and in 1976 he was named to the highest 
office in the local union, Business Manager, a 
position he held for 40 years. 

As Business Manager, Mr. Waggoner 
served as Trustee for Local 12’s Pension, 
Health & Welfare, Vacation-Holiday, and Ap-
prenticeship Trusts, and established state-of- 
the-art training centers, including the cutting- 
edge Crane Operators Training Program, 
which has become the model for all crane 
training in the nation. 

In addition to his work with IUOP Local 12, 
Bill served as a Vice President of the Cali-
fornia Federation of Labor, General Vice 
President of the International Operating Engi-
neers, and President of the Western Con-
ference of Operating Engineers. 

Bill is known far and wide as a fighter for 
workers and their families. He believes in fair-
ness above all. As his adversaries will tell you, 
he is an outstanding negotiator, always keep-
ing the concerns and rights of his members at 
the forefront. He has consistently pushed for 
safety in the workplace, fair wages and bene-
fits, and the right to collectively bargain. 

Away from the union hall, Bill remains de-
voted to his wife Patty and his family and 
committed to his local community of Long 
Beach, California. Many Little League Baseball 
players and children with special needs have 
greatly benefited from his generosity. His 
awards are too numerous to mention but I 
know he is especially proud of being named 
‘‘Man of the Year’’ by the Kern-Inyo Mono 
Counties Building Trades Council. 

Jack Henning, retired Secretary Treasurer of 
the California Labor Federation, said Bill ‘‘rep-
resents the finest traditions of the American 
Labor Movement.’’ I could not agree more. He 
has been there for me throughout my political 
career and for the working families I proudly 
represent. 

I humbly thank him for his tireless service; 
congratulate him on a career well spent; and 
wish him the best in his retirement. Don’t be 
a stranger, Wag. You’re always welcome in 
Las Vegas, a strong union town. 

f 

ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY AT 
THE VA 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, on No-
vember 11, Veterans Day, we will honor 
and remember the efforts of those who 
serve our country. We owe it to our 
veterans to keep the promises made to 
them when they first joined the mili-
tary. 

Despite bipartisan action in Congress 
to increase efficiency and care at the 
VA, we are still suffering from a lack 
of transparency that makes it very dif-
ficult to determine what actions still 
need to be taken to ensure quality, 
timely care for our veterans. Now we 
have learned that there are over 140 in-
vestigations by the inspector general 
that were hidden. These investigations 
were shelved; they were not made 
available to the public or to Congress. 

That is why I am supporting bipar-
tisan legislation, the Veterans Care 
and Reporting Enforcement Act, which 
will require reports from the investiga-
tions by the inspector general to be 
made public, to be made available to 
Congress. 

I want to thank my Minnesota col-
leagues, Congressmen TOM EMMER and 
TIM WALZ, for bringing this legislation 
forward. It will go a long way toward 
making the VA more accountable so 
that our veterans get the care that 
they deserve. 

f 

FAIR RATES ACT 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, last 
year, when an energy capacity auction 
increased certain rates in my region 
from $1 billion to $3 billion, I asked the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion to take a close look at those 
prices and determine whether they 
were set fairly for consumers. 

During the review, FERC had only 
four sitting Commissioners and dead-
locked at 2–2. That meant that rates 
went into effect ‘‘by operation of law,’’ 
and consumers were left with no ave-
nue to appeal. 

To me, that is unacceptable; so I in-
troduced the Fair RATES Act to en-
sure that ratepayers are guaranteed an 
opportunity to have their voices heard. 

Unfortunately, last week, Commis-
sioner Philip Moeller stepped down— 
again, leaving FERC with just four 
Commissioners. Without a confirma-
tion or even a nomination for a fifth 
Commissioner in sight, we find our-
selves in the same situation. FERC is, 
once again, reviewing rising rates in 
my region and, once again, is at risk of 
a deadlock that would leave consumers 
holding the bag. 

That is why we must pass Fair 
RATES today. Since last year’s auc-
tion, our rates have jumped another 
billion dollars, and $3 billion is too 
steep an increase for my constituents 
to pay just because Congress will not 
act. 
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